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1.  Set a goal that will help you inspire others to give. For example, in Tanzania, $700 covers one year of meals for a medical student, $2,000 covers a pharmacist student’s tuition, room and board for a year, and $5,500 funds the training of an MD student for one year.

2.  Ask early and start soon. You’d be surprised by how many people will contribute to your cause. The sooner you ask, the sooner you will reach your goal. Starting early allows time to circle back and follow up later. 

3.  Find out if your employer has a matched giving program and will match all or part of what you raise. 
4. Ask everyone - friends, family, co-workers and neighbors. Ask the people with whom you do business (people to whom you have given business who owe you), alumni associations, and friends for whom you have done favors. 
5. Share your passion - make sure all of the people whom you solicit know why you are passionate about running for the Touch Foundation. Help donors to consider it an opportunity to participate in something bigger than themselves. 
6.  Set-up your fundraising page - simple tools = huge success! We recommend the website, Firstgiving.com, to assist in your fundraising efforts. Go to Firstgiving.com/18132 and click, “I want to raise money too.” Now, you can get started! Also, online donation pages allow people to donate from afar. BUT don’t forget the importance of one-to-one or person-to-person asks. People are more inclined to give to you VS the computer. 
Top tips for developing your online webpage: 

· Think about your personal message – turn it into a story.

· Post a video and photos on your page to personalize it.

· Keep it up-to-date so people come back and send it to their friends.
Talk to the Touch Foundation. Find out how your money will help them so you can tell your supporters. 
· Put your page address in your email signature. Use a donate badge.
Promote your page with social media tools like Facebook, Flickr and Twitter.
· Give out the address of your online giving page on cards – eg, Moo minicards.

· Send reminder emails asking people to donate and updating them on your progress. 
· Thank people – on your page, in an email, with a card, on your blog, Facebook or Twitter – make them feel good about supporting you!

Creative Ideas
1.   A little sugar goes a long way! Sell baked goods to colleagues. Remember that cupcakes and cookies should be sold separately, as they are easy, quick one-person snacks, and will sell for more money individually.
2.  Host a party - a fun way to get everyone together (for eg, talent shows, musical performance, BBQs, wine tastings, board game/poker night, ice cream socials, or dinner parties). 
3.  Plan a stoop sale – in addition to being an effective fund-raiser, they are a great way to get rid of unwanted gifts without feeling guilty, after all it’s for charity! Ask friends to donate old or unwanted items and to help tagging items, running the cash register, etc.
4.   Do you have a skill? Maybe it’s knitting a beautiful scarf, hair styling, drawing/painting portraits, photography, golf or tennis lessons. Sell raffle tickets to friends and family offering your expertise. 
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